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12/19/2016 Berlioz Benvenuto Cellini Levine/Giordani/Bayrakdarian/Del Carlo/Jepson/Lloyd 12/27/2003 7/12/2016 This is the opera's only broadcast from its only season. There is much lovely music 
along the way, but it does not have cumulative impact for me. Giordani copes not 
always pleasantly with an extremely challenging role. I think twice a year for Cellini is 
just about the maximum desired cycling. Once a year would be enough for me 
especially since it's in MOoD.

1//2014 x

12/19/2016 Donizetti L'Elisir d'Amore Franci/Bergonzi/Scotto/Corena/Sereni 2/19/1972 4/5/2014 In my book, this is as good as it gets. I think Bergonzi is just that scintilla more 
seductive than Kraus, and the other 3 Italians are close to perfection. I miss Sereni 
and Corena a lot when I hear the current crop of buffos. Don't miss.

5//2014 x

12/19/2016 Massenet Werther Fournet/Wilson/Kuhlmann/Upshaw/Weikl 3/18/1989 1/18/2016 This was the season of 3 Neils in Werther: Shicoff, Rosenshein, and Wilson.  Shicoff 
was the originally scheduled broadcast , but he became ill, and the skills of Fournet 
can be better experienced a year earlier in MOoD with von Stade and Kraus.

1//2016

12/19/2016 Puccini Madama Butterfly Fulton/Zylis-Gara/Mauro/Kraft/Elvira/Atherton 12/26/1981 6/23/2015 All three of ZG's Cio-Cio Sans have been on Sirius, though none have made it to Met 
Opera on Demand (MOoD).  She is very solid, but we really need the Stella/Fernandi 
and Tucci/Bergonzi.  The Met database marks the Tucci as having been broadcast, 
but my information says the broadcast was pulled.  It certainly hasn't been on since 
I've been doing these weekly updates. Stella premiered the 1958 production and is 
probably her best broadcast representation.  She deserves to be heard in this role.

4//2014

12/19/2016 Verdi Luisa Miller Santi/Esperian/Pavarotti/Nucci/Plishka/Koptchak/White 3/2/1991 2/16/2016 Luisa Miller has done well on the air, although not entering the broadcast repertory of 
the Met until 1968. The title role has been taken on the airwaves by Caballe, 
Maliponte (not yet on Sirius!), Scotto, Ricciarelli, and Millo prior to this broadcast; for 
the tenor role, Tucker, Domingo, Pavarotti (in 1982 with Ricciarelli) led the way. The 
1982 performance is also conducted by Santi and features Nucci and Plishka as well. 
The 1982 performance is on MOoD and I am listening to Tu puniscimi  right now. The 
question is whether Esperian is to be preferred.  For my money what I want to hear is 
either Caballe or Millo or Maliponte who simply have more of a measure of the music 
than Ricciarelli who has the right equipment, but not sure if she has the right 
technique. Esperian is even less gifted singer.  Either way, Santi's conducting is too 
lax for my taste as it was in the house.  Levine is a far better Luisa conductor.  For my 
money Act 3 of Luisa Miller is among the greatest acts in the Verdi canon.

1//2013

12/19/2016 Wagner Die Meistersinger von Nuremburg Levine/Morris/Mattila/Heppner/Allen/Pape/Polenzani 12/8/2001 1/18/2016 A little late for Heppner, but still a fine  Walther.  An excellent overall performance. 4//2013

12/20/2016 Mozart The Magic Flute Walker/Bliss/Brugger/Maltman/Pratt/Robinson/Shenyang 12/20/2016 - -

12/20/2016 Corigliano The Ghosts of Versailles Levine/Stratas/VÃ¡squez/Quilico/Horne/Glassman/Hong 4/15/1995 4/16/2016 This 1995 revival of the 1992 World premiere presentation at the Met has been recast 
with Stratas, Horne, and Quilico continuing-- the revival is in honor of Horne's 25th 
Met anniversary. I could not find a review in the NYTimes of the revival (and figured if 
there were some the Met would have posted them). I saw the World premiere in 1992, 
and while agreeable and exceedingly well prepared, it is best enjoyed in video format 
which is available online in MOoD. This is only the second broadcast of the revival 
performance and glad that both mountings appear in Sirius rotation.

8//2015

12/20/2016 Mozart Die Entfuhrung aus dem Serail Levine/Deshorties/Groves/Moll/Welch-Babidge/Banks 2/1/2003 1/5/2016 This is Moll's antepenultimate  Met broadcast  (Landgrave in Tannhauser and 
Sarastro in Zauberflote were to follow). Osmin was long a signature role for him, but I 
think better experienced 13 years earlier and with a better supporting cast in a 
performance available in MOoD.

3//2013 x

12/20/2016 Strauss Die Frau ohne Schatten Bohm/Rysanek/Nagy/Ludwig/Berry/Dalis 1/16/1971 3/7/2016 This is the third of Bohm's four broadcasts of the legendary 1966 production which 
premiered in the opening weeks of Lincoln Center. Nagy is the first major change in 
the ensemble, and had been the Apparition in the premiere-- James King was the 
regular Emperor.  Nagy more than holds up his end, and is fully up to the vocal 
challenges.  The ensemble is still a marvel a half century later, even if Bohm managed 
to excise more pages of the score with each successive revival; not a completist, but 
absolutely a master Straussian.  If one is looking for MOoD coverage of Frau, the only 
Bohm performance has two major cast changes from the original Frau 1966 
"ensemble",   Dunn as Nurse, and Schroder-Feinen as Dyer's Wife.  It would be very 
nice to have another Bohm performance in MOoD, which covers those interpretations, 
preferably the first broadcast, which has the fewest cuts.

5//2015 x

12/20/2016 Verdi La Forza del Destino Levine/Price/Domingo/MacNeil/Talvela/Elias/Capecchi 3/12/1977 12/7/2015 Price and Domingo are in characteristic form  (it's her 3d of 4 Forza Leonora 
broadcasts), but Talvela is not the kind of voice I like in Guardiano. I prefer MacNeil 
with Vickers .

10//2013

12/20/2016 Verdi Un Ballo in Maschera Molinari/Pradelli/Bergonzi/Price/Merrill/Peters/Dunn 2/26/1966 11/30/2015 This is the first  of Corelli's four Don Carlo broadcasts and the 1964 performance 
which was issued in 2011 on Sony  only retains Dalis and Uhde in their roles. Since 
Curtis-Verna is generally underrepresented, I am happy to have this on, but the 
missing broadcast which is earnestly called for is Bing's final broadcast as general 
manager from 1972  with Siepi and Amara returning in their roles from Bing's 
inaugural broadcast 22 years earlier.  Curtis-Verna only has one other broadcast, that 
of Aida in 1957 replacing Tebaldi who had withdrawn the day before due to her 
mother's death. Curtis-Verna has a very respectable 97 performances over 9 seasons 
all in leads, but does not make it past 1966 into the new House. She wasinterviewed  
in Opera News before her death in 2009  and finished off her career with a 
distinguished tenure at University of Washington for more than 3 decades in their 
voice department.

3//2012
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12/21/2016 Bellini I Puritani Summers/Netrebko/Cutler/Vassallo/Relyea 1/6/2007 3/14/2016 This Puritani run launched Netrebko into superstardom, but also engendered some 
controversy from some bel cantists and Callas widows. I did see Sutherland in 1976, 
which was well up to her standard even though she had just turned 50. Netrebko in 
the second Live in HD performance (the English Flute had kicked the series off) was 
visually electrifying, and that performance is available on DG Blu-Ray.

10//2012 x

12/21/2016 Britten Peter Grimes Atherton/Langridge/Racette/Opie/Christin/Blythe 1/10/1998 2/22/2016 I remember listening to this and thought this a good part for Racette. Langridge is fine 
in the title role, but for those of us who saw Jon Vickers, he simply WAS Peter Grimes 
and his 38 Met performances exceed the 33 done by the other 8 interpreters starting 
back with Frederick Jagel in 1948 and ending with Anthony Dean Griffey in 2008 (with 
Racette again) in a new production which has not been revived in 10 years. Interesting 
that Grimes was not revived for the Britten centenary

6//2013

12/21/2016 Giordano Andrea Chenier Levine/Domingo/Arroyo/MacNeil/Kraft/Love/Chookasian 3/26/1977 4/5/2016 This is an OK performance and Domingo's only Met broadcast outing despite 
appearances in 3 seasons. There are at least three major broadcasts not yet on Sirius 
which should be heard, the 1954 with Del Monaco, Milanov, Warren when the 
production was premiered, the 1960 broadcast with Tebaldi, Tucker, and Bastianini,
the greatest Gerard I've heard on broadcast or record, and 1966, Tebaldi, Corelli, 
Colzani, Corelli being the outstanding Chenier of the postwar period for my money. 
Now these are Cheniers!

11//2014 x

12/21/2016 Mozart Le Nozze di Figaro Rudolf/Siepi/Conner/de los Angeles/Guarrera/Miller 4/7/1956 10/28/2015 I don't remember this performance specifcally, but Siepi and de los Angeles are 
among my favorite Figaro and Countess.  What is so critical in a FIgaro is the 
conductor and Max Rudolf  was starting to fill in some of the assignments Stiedry had 
regularly commanded.  I'll be checking this performance out to see if it merits the 
many positive comments from Jackson. I'm not as taken with Conner and Guarrera as 
Jackson is, but the overall performance is worthwhile.

6//2012

12/22/2016 Verdi Nabucco Levine/Dmonigo/Monastyrska/Belosselskly/Thomas/Barton 12/22/2016


